From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 23:10 CDT
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Another BC-1031C owner!
Message-ID: <F6SN1004.F6SN1018@mail.admin.wisc.edu>


Hello Dick!

   Congratulations on being the only other guy I've heard of who owns a usable
BC-1031C panadaptor scope.

   I'm sorry that I can't help out with the power connector. I got lucky and
got hold of one... ONLY one, unfortunately. If things get too hairy, it should
not be too much trouble (and a reversable mod) to change it to a more convent-
ional 3 wire connector.

   I have one of these critters hooked up and operating on my old SP-600JL.

   I can tell you right up front that when used with a single conversion 455 KC
receiver IF with reasonable selectivity (like the SP-600 is below 7.4 MC), the
results will be a bit disappointing. The scope has a maximum sweepwidth of 200
KC, far wider than the IF strip. The result (in maximum bandwidth, or anything
beyond the receiver's bandwidth for that matter) will be a flat trace with a
small clump of signals in the middle!

   All of this assumes, of course, that you've connected it to the proper place
in the receiver; i.e., the plate of the 455 KC mixer, BEFORE the first 455 IF
can! If you make the tactical error I've seen some folks make of connecting it
to the nice, convenient 455 KC IF output that a lot of military boatanchors
use, the results will be even WORSE! The bandwidth of the signal hitting the
scope will be limited even further by putting it thru the strainer of IF sel-
ectivity gizmos.

   In any case, if the scope is properly hooked up, the bandwidth will be very
badly limited by two factors; (A) the high Q load on the mixer plate presented
by the 1st IF transformer, and (B) the selectivity of the tuned circuits on the
grid of the mixer tube.

   In my experience, the maximum usable sweepwidth with conventional single
conversion receivers is 10 to 20 KC.

   I've gotten much better sweepwidths when the scope is hooked to my R-220
VHF receiver, but the 455 KC IF stages in that are all resistance coupled.

   With the SP-600 in the dual conversion mode (that is, above 7.4 MC), the
situation gets somewhat better, mainly because of the lower Q on the mixer
grid presented by the interstage transformer between the 1st and 2nd mixers,
combined with the relatively lower Q of the circuitry ahead of the first mix-
er.

   In this situation, I am seeing about 25 to 50 KC usable sweepwidth on the
scope.

   I've often thought that the performance of the scope could be improved by
building a seperate mixer in a minibox which drives the scope ONLY. It would
be powered by the receiver, naturally, and fed with the same injection signals
as the normal mixer. It would, in effect, be a mixer run in parallel with the
IF strip mixer. It's function would be to isolate the scope's input from the
high Q loading that the 1st 455 KC IF transformer introduces.

   Even with it's limitations, the BC-1031C is a neat gadget. I'd like to inc-
rease it's resolution by narrowing the scope's 262.5 KC IF strip, but as it is
the critter is sharp enough to get a pretty good view of a section of the band.

   It is a bit too wide to get a really good picture of the modulation charac-
teristics of a single signal; a dead carrier looks remarkable similar to an
AM signal in that the sidebands don't clearly stand out. The modulation app-
ears on the AM signal in the form of ripple on the carrier trace which varies
with modulation frequency.

   It IS, however, quite interesting to look at the high end of the 31 metre
international broadcast band. The difference on the screen between conventional
AM signals and the many jamming transmitters is readily apparent and quite
startling. It is also immediately apparent that the crude pulse modulation
techniques the jammers use REALLY increases the occupied spectrum of the jammer
signal, just like the theory says it should. In looking at the jammers I found
it quite instructive to use the BC-1031C on the mixer plate, and my Tektronix
545 on the 455 KC IF output connector (at the end of the IF strip). While the
1031 looked at the nasty, swirling mess that makes up the signal, the 545 was
able to pick out the pulse repetition frequency and pulse waveform of the jam-
mer, tho the waveform is obviously distorted by it's trip thru the crystal
filter and IF transformers.

   With a bit of experience I was able to use the pair of scopes to glean a
wealth of information about the jammers. It's easy to see multipath propagation
on a single jammer, and tell the difference between multipath and multiple
jammers. In addition, by watching the propagation characteristics it becomes
easy to tell if multiple jammers are operating from the same location, or from
widely seperated sites.

   Anyway, as you can tell, once you get the BC-1031C hooked up, you'll have a
ball with it.

   Before I forget:

   If yours is anything like mine, you'll find an excellent schematic silkscr-
eened on the inside of the chassis bottom cover plate.

   Also, the Navy had a nearly identical version of the scope. I've got one, a
basket case kept as spare parts for my much better 1031C. I'd LOVE to know what
in the hell kinda receiver the Navy used it on tho; the 1031C has a maximum
sweep width of 200 KC (WAY too wide!), but the Navy version's controls are
marked for TWICE that width!

                                        73's,

                                              Tom, K9TA


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 0:05:57 -0500 (CDT)
From: List Admin/Owner BoatAnchor Mail List <listown@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Bandwidth - not the whole issue, but...
Message-ID:  <9506290005.aa14998@jackatak.theporch.com>

Gang-

You really do NOT know how much I hate to write this, and how 
reluctant to do this I have been...

For weeks now, I have been waiting for some of the recent threads to 
die down and go away... I am trying my best to manage the list and 
keep it close to on track, but without as heavy a hand as some think I 
have.

Ya'll haven't been helping me here...

What follows is a very typical email excerpt, one of MANY:

> I hate to post this to you, and I don't mean to whine or complain 
> (feel free to tell me to give it a rest, if you feel I am wrong), but:

> All the many posts lately about code, and old computers, and no 
> code/code debates, have gotten rather thick and furious. It seems that 
> we have drifted significantly from the stated purpose of boatanchors. 
> I don't mind an occasional slightly off topic (I have made a few 
> myself i.e., some later military rigs) but this is more than one or 
> two.

> Maybe a kind word from you to the gang????

That is what I shall try to do here... a kind word, another attempt to 
herd the cats on the BA list...

PLEASE folks, let the CW thread die. Yarns about using CW, and mods to 
rigs for improved reception or full-breakin are just fine, but 
anything that even HINTS at the code/no-code issue will henceforth be 
dealt with harshly. I do not want to do this, but I am tired of 
receiving the tons of email about off-topic threads.

It is time to say something, and I would suggest everyone who hasn't 
read it recently, send an email to:
listproc@theporch.com

and in the body:
get boatanchors welcome

In this "Welcome" is a synopsis of suggested topics for the list, and 
a list of topics that are not generally welcome on the BA list.

Keep in mind, the subscriber list is now well over 500 (up about 300 
since we moved the list to this site) and we are represented on all 
Continents (except Antarctica)... we have MANY non-hams on the list, 
and a ham ticket has NEVER been a requirement for reading or posting 
here. Because of the global nature, it would seem polite to NOT debate 
"local" issues.

So, please retrieve and (re)read the "Welcome"... Please refrain from 
inflammatory topics, and incendiary words, especially when directed at 
another subscriber. Be gentle, and play together better. Some of these 
threads are interesting and fun, but when the go far off-topic and 
stay there, we are abusing other people's time and energies... and 
this ought to remain a gentle list when we consider other people.

Thanks, Let's get back to Radios with Firebottles like the list was 
set up to discuss...
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
*               - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -                  *
| Jack GF Hill        |Voice: (615) 459-2636|             Ham Call: W4PPT  |
*   listown@jackatak.theporch.com   -   firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com     *



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 22:24:12 CDT
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins)
Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 61 - tube sources
Message-ID: <9506290324.AA05281@texan.frco.com>

>Say, what format are those files?  They are uuencoded, but what
>will they be when decoded?  TOo small for GIF or postscript...
>--mike k

They are plain text.  Dunno why they were encoded.  Some mailers
are really weird.  And, they're dated last February.

Bill Hawkins



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 95 09:15:59 EDT
From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler)
Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 61 - tube sources
Message-ID: <9506291315.AA03288@tomcat.adc.ray.com>

OOPS... My humble apologies for dumping some uuencoded
files on y'all.  It was supposed to be a plain text list
of my sources of vacuum tubes.  (Bonus question: What's
the difference between *attaching* a file, and 
*including* a file?)

Let's try that again:

I would like to submit the following list of potential vacuum tube sources from
my Rolodex. I have experience with a few, but nowhere near all.  One old TV guy
also suggested using the Sam's Index as a reference for sources, though I have 
never seen one of these.
Good Luck,
John

Antique Electronic Supply
6221 S. Maple Av.
Tempe, AZ 85283
602-820-5411

Behind The Times
PO Box 8683
Chattanooga, TN
615-899-1058

Data Mountain Industries
47 Hazel Dr.
Mt Lebanon, PA 15228
412-344-0956

Fair Radio Sales
1016 E. Eureka St.
PO Box 1105
Lima, OH 45802
419-227-6573
419-223-2196

GTE Electronics
New York, NY
800-874-1765

Herb Ratner
3542 Westminister Ct.
Holiday, FL 34691  (813)937-7452

Linear Electronics
109 Hammond St.
Waltham, MA
617-894-7300

Steinmetz Electronics
7519 Maplewood Av.
Hammond, IA
219-931-9316

Tritronics
301-676-7300
800-638-3328 (orders)

TV Supply
Medford, MA
617-395-9440
800-762-0880


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 14:17:41 CDT
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: Code; By Hand, or in the Head ?
Message-ID: <9506281917.AA03666@bock.ih.att.com>

When I try to do head copy, I actually see the letters being put together
in my mind's eye, like a big mill in my head.  SOme trouble in keeping
the letters so far received while translating the incoming ones to finish
the word.

Unforch, I made the mistake when young of learning the code visually,
so when I hear dahdidit I first see -.. and then have to think 'D'.
Really does gum up the works.  --mike k


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 1995 22:48:07 -0400 (EDT)
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: CW and Stuff
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950628223717.16357A-100000@iglou.iglou.com>

In 1962, I talked grandma out of her floor model Zenith radio, removed 
the chassis and speaker and relegated the cabinet to firewood. I set the 
whole mess on my workbench and set out to learn code. Having obtained an 
EICO signal generator, I used it to produce a beat note against strong 
commercial cw stations. The station I listened to most often was around 
13900 kc and sent a lot of 5 letter groups at about 20 wpm. I simply 
picked out a letter at a time, looked it up on the chart then wrote it 
down. After 3 weeks of doing that every day faithfully, I had learned 
code at 20wpm. 
I guess the old Zenith went to the trash heap years ago. It wasn't safe 
anyway having had an ac-dc supply (no power transformer for isolation). 
Touching the chassis while standing on the basement floor gave a nasty jolt!
But I loved that old thing enough to build it a plywood box and put some 
red transparant wrapping paper or something over the dial to make it look 
HI-tec. 
Wouldn't it be nice to be 14 again? 


  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 23:24:16 PDT
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Re: CW and Stuff 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950628235637.jproc@>


>In 1962, I talked grandma out of her floor model Zenith radio, removed 
>the chassis and speaker and relegated the cabinet to firewood. I set the 
>whole mess on my workbench and set out to learn code. 
>Wouldn't it be nice to be 14 again? 

Steve,
        
You story has trigerred off one of those long forgotten memories. When I was 
the same age, I acquired a 3 band Rogers Majestic floor console radio from my 
neighbour. It could receive from 550 khz to around 18 Mhz but was 
inoperative. I removed the chassis and used the cabinet as a bench seat. The 
power supply was missing a pair of 2X2's so I rewired it to use a 5U4. 
Eventually I added a BFO to learn the code and later added a magic eye tube. 
After I left home, my parents disposed of it and I really didn't give it 
much more thought. 

In May of 1995, a movie company rented HMCS Haida for one day in order to 
film a segment of a movie called Hiroshima. The wardroom, the forward mess 
and the captain's day cabin were transformed to look like that of the USS 
Augusta in 1944. There was even a Harry Truman lookalike lurking about. When 
the crew took their lunch break I got curious and went around for an 
inspection. What a surprise when I walked in and saw a table version of the 
same Rogers Majestic receiver that provided me the means of learning CW.

Now, I can't stop there without mentioning my neighbour. She is now my wife 
of 24 years and we have 3 wonderful sons. Maybe this old BA had something to 
do with getting things started.    
              
Was it love of first BA or does BA inspire love?

Regards,

-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 08:01:16 -0400 (EDT)
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: CW and Stuff 
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950629075255.23899A-100000@iglou.iglou.com>

>               
> Was it love of first BA or does BA inspire love?
> 
> Regards,
> 
> -------------------------------------
> Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
> -------------------------------------
>My first boat anchor was in 1964 shortly after I got my novice ticket.	
A ham down the street learned of my new ticket and offered me a complete
ham station for $20. A Heathkit DX20 and a National NC100. It was a 
snowy day in January and the NC was heavy. I pulled my sled down our hill
and up to his house, loaded the stuff on It and struggled back up to my 
QTH. Whithin minutes I was on the air. I remember the NC100's black 
cabinet, big half moon dial and kerklunk band switch. The 40 meter cw 
band was about 1/2" long! 

I've done a little research on that receiver since then and it has a 
confusing history. There were 100's, 100a's, 101x etc. etc. I think it 
was made in the late 30's. Anyway, it served me well until I traded it 
for the 75A1 a few months later. What an improvement! > > 

  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 23:32 CDT
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Globe King on 160 metres
Message-ID: <F6SN3207.F6SN3217@mail.admin.wisc.edu>


Hello Grant, NQ5T

   I've been running my no suffix Globe King 500 on 160 for some time now, and
quite successfully, I might add.

   As you no doubt know, the beast was never intended to run into a 50 ohm load
on top band; the tank components simply aren't large enough to provide a decent
Q factor at that frequency. The manuals for the entire Globe King series recom-
mend a nonreactive (or as close to it as you can get) load of 300 ohms or more.

   My beast is running quite happily when directly connected (NO matching net-
work of any kind) to a Windom (243 feet long, fed by a single conductor feeder
connected 14% off center). The system ground is twofold, a couple of 8' ground
rods, and a buried pipe (length unknown, but at least 30' long) running out to
a defunct well. The two grounds are bonded together with #10 wire.

   My feeder length is random; it's just enough to get from the antenna to the
shack, and runs perhaps 50' total length. On 160 I get no trace of RF in the
shack problems, but I sure as hell DO get them on 75 metres. Lemme tell ya, a
rig this big can REALLY make a D-104 too hot to handle!

   If you go this route, I would recommend making the wire at least 10' longer
than I did. While the antenna is quite effective above 1875 KC, the tuning gets
a bit funky at the extreme low end of the band

   If you really get into a bind about that bad coil in your rig, I can pull
my RF deck and get you enough measurements to make a duplicate, or reasonable
facsimile thereof.

                        73's and Good Luck,

                                               Tom, K9TA ("The AM Voice of
                                               Sun Prairie, Wisconsin")


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 07:37:59 -0500 (CDT)
From: Kevin J Pease <kevin@mm1001.theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Jump in SX-122 Freq.
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950629073630.5192A-100000@mm1001.theporch.com>


Myu Sx-100 exibited a similar problem. I had to re-adjust the cpacitor 
preloading. It is a screwdriver slot with nut on the back. Clockwise is 
more ore-load. Counter clockwise is less preload. I would try slightly 
more preload.

Kevin J Pease
WB0JZG Mt Juliet, TN.
mm1001.theporch.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 1995 22:50:53 -0400
From: "Gregory Raven Redi" <ravengre@comm.mot.com>
Subject: Landline vs. Radio Bug
Message-ID: <9506282250.ZM23441@plhp180>


>From Bob/NA4G:

>I have an early enamel black base one that does not have any pinstriping.
>It came with a cloth wired wedge marked WU TEL CO on the wedge, and I am
>assuming that it was made for landline use, maybe in the 1920's.
>I got it from a older man who said that his grandfather (I think) had
>used it on land lines.

A good clue to look for on bugs is severe wear on the circuit closer.  This
indicates the bug was used for landline telegraphy.  This is due to the fact
that every time the telegrapher sends a message, the circuit closer must be
opened, and then closed again after the message was sent.  A busy telegrapher
would probably cycle the circuit closer hundreds of times during a shift.

The circuit closer on a key used for radio would only be cycled a few times a
day for short test periods.  Thus, very little wear compared to a landline
key.

Of course, the later bug designs dispensed with the circuit closer as a cost
reduction/simplification for sale to the radio market.  The Vibroplex Champion
is a good example of this.

73 KF5N


-- 
Regards,
Greg Raven
Renaissance Engineering
egr002@email.mot.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 95 20:57:42 PDT
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Loading a Globe King on 160
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950628210705.gyoungma@gyoungma.gtetel.com>

This is a repeat of a message I sent on Monday, but never reflected back 
(although it did show up in the digest -- interesting)

Anyone have experience loading a Globe King 500 B/C on 160 meters?

The Pi-L output network is designed to match a 300 ohm load.  It would 
appear that a simple L-network should be able to handle the transform
from 50 to 300.  So far I have not had much luck.

Part of the problem is that L6 (the "L" in the "Pi-L") is missing from
the transmitter.  Based on some estimates I've received it appears to be
about 11-12 uH.  I figured my Ten-Tec L-network tuner might be able to
compensate for L6 not being there, but no dice. (So I'm going to manufacture
something of this value over the weekend and give it a shot).

I'd appreciate any thoughts, especially if you run a Globe King on the
top band. (At the moment, I'm loading into a 50 ohm dummy load -- my 160M
antenna is still in the planning and financing stage :-)).

Thanks .. Grant/NQ5T



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 1995 18:41:22 -0700
From: dnorris@gn2.getnet.com (Dean Norris)
Subject: Lost mail
Message-ID: <199506290142.SAA12868@gn2.getnet.com>

Due to a glitch in my mailing program I lost all of todays (6-28) mail.  If
anyone sent me a comment about my request for a Walter Ashe/WRL catalogue,
please resend.  

Thanks everso

Will Rogers never met Bill Clinton



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 95 06:03:00 GMT
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil
Subject: Re: Manual for KWM-2A?
Message-ID: <199506290614.BAA09332@uro.theporch.com>

I don't have an extra copy, but the military TM for the KWM-2A
is TM 11-5820-554-34-3 and has most of what you need if you can
find a copy.. try Fair Radio sales.

73

bill
N5LMX



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Wed, 28 Jun 1995 23:45:52 -0500 (CDT)
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Reposting -- it ain't necessary!
Message-ID:  <9506282345.aa14813@jackatak.theporch.com>

Gang-

Someone posted a VERY interesting observation...

> This is a repeat of a message I sent on Monday, but never reflected back 
> (although it did show up in the digest -- interesting)

Just because you do not get a message reflected back in a nano second, 
or even at all, may be for several reasons, mostly related to the way 
mail is distributed around the InterNet...

The BoatAnchors list is directly on the Net. The lines are maintained 
by Sprint. The provider is not so important. We have our OWN name 
server connection and do not rely on anyone else's impression of who 
is up and who is not...

Often, a site or "domain" will have an outage. If that happens to 
correspond with a message delivery from the BA list, the probability 
is that either the target host will not be found (which results in the 
message being trashed) or the host will be unreachable, which gives us 
FOUR DAYS to complete delivery before the message is trashed.

That the above message made it to the digest, means it made it through 
to the BA list. Other people got it, even if you didn't happen to see 
it yourself... there are many reasons why this might happen.

Have some faith, have some trust, and remember... this list is a HOBBY 
list and is NOT a life and death deal... send your post and let go... 
if it doesn't come back immediately, please don't send it again and 
again... The list processor is programmed to refuse messages that it 
recognizes, either by message-id or checksum, however, *I* get to see 
them and sift through the error notification.

Have a heart and post once and let it go, gang! PLEASE!
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: 29 Jun 95 04:51 GMT
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: RX antennas
Message-ID: <804401466.0254110@AppleLink.Apple.COM>

Stan -
 
My current housing situation has more or less forced me into a highly sub
optimal transmitting antenna situation, but I've picked up on the SWL scene as
a result.  I've picked up a number of books, including an ARRL antenna handbook
and articles ranging as far back as 1923 and as exotic as a chapter on ECM
antennas from declassified mil publications.
 
The best omni directional broadband antennas would probably be a discone or
biconic.  Unfortunatley for HF, the size would be pretty big.  The diameter of
the disk is on the order of 1/20 the longest wavelength.  The other problem
is no gain.  Discones trade off gain for bandwidth. Fanned dipoles are similar
in performance to discones for obvious reasons, but exhibit the same
directionality as dipoles.
 
Loops can be very good in environments with a lot of electric field noise.
 
Surprisingly enough, all the books say the same thing about general coverage RX
antennas; a random length long wire from 25 to 100 feet long, slung out a
window and to the top of the nearest convenient tree and a solid earth gound
connection to the rig.  If you have a 50 ohm antenna input you may need
some sort of matching, but even that's pretty simple. In the days of seperate
transmitters and recievers folks would even use a seperate antenna for TX and
RX, as the need for resonance is mush greater if you are modulating.  My
experience with an MFJ match box is that a preselector doesn't really improve
the reception compared to not being there at all and will hurt if it's adjusted
out of resonance with the band.  In that sense it becomes a band pass filter on
RX.  I've had more problem with overloading the front end when SWL than not
having enough wire up, except when I've just hung a couple of feet on the post.
 
Whatever you do don't get too swamped by all the technical minutia that
pertains to resonant dipoles for transmitting.  The best antenna for SWL
is the one that reliably gets the signals you are interested in, regardless
of how exotic or simple it is.  Your requirement for listening isn't that the
antenna be resonant unless you are mining for flea power DX stations. Even
then, a good transmatch/preselector might be a better place to sink your time
and money than an exotic multi band dipole, as it would have use to match and
tune your non resonant long wire to a transmitter better.  As you have said a
long wire seems noisey, a loop might be a good alternative. You didn't describe
your local situation, like are you right next to the elevated train tracks or
a 50 kVA power line...
 
-df  (let the flames begin...)
 



From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 95 00:01:00 PST
From: Johnson_Dan@AAC.COM
Subject: Secrets of CW Speed and Head Code
Message-ID: <9506290901.22615.ae@SMROUTER.AAC.COM>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

The responses from speed and head-copy coders to those still struggling 
with it have been useful and well-intentioned.  Somehow, however, they 
seem to dance around the chasm which separates the two groups.  Not being 
an expert by any means, I'll take a crack at filling the void.

Increasing your code speed and learning to head-copy require the same 
secrets applied in different ways.  Instead of listing the secrets and 
leaving their application as an exercise to the reader, I'll take the 
long-winded route.  Hope I don't bore you, but maybe you can get some 
strength out of it.      

A few years ago, in a rare moment of weakness, I had a 10M SSB conversation 
with a fascinating individual, Bill, WA3ZMY (I think).  Bill's a wildman 
from Maryland and talks up a storm, but he was doing something seldom 
heard:  Bill was trolling the voice mode for would-be code lovers.  All the 
while calling CQ, he invited, encouraged, cajoled, and taunted anyone to 
answer him to learn the secret of CW proficiency.  I was trying to increase 
my code speed to 13 WPM at the time, so I swallowed bait.

Bill talked with me for a half hour and explained how the existing teaching 
methods, including ARRL's, are worse than useless and encourage the 10 WPM 
plateau which so many hams experience.  If I would send him a blank tape, 
he would record his flavor of code practice and mail it back to me.  I did. 
It worked.  A week after receiving the tape, KC4EWT was a General.

I don't know whether Bill's still evangelizing the unsuspecting nor whether 
he's still recording his wacky tapes, but I can share the secret.  It is 
probably similar to that of Jack/N7OO's Wayne Green tapes, but you don't need 
a tape to apply it.

The secret is to stop trying.  That is easy to say but difficult to do.  
Doing it requires tricking yourself into relaxing.  It is often said that 
learning CW is like learning to ride a bike:  you try and fall, over and 
over, and then one day, it just clicks, and suddenly you can ride a bike.  
And you never forget how.  That golden moment, when you can suddenly ride, 
happens when you stop trying for the first time!

It happens when you stop concentrating on where your feet, arms, and legs 
are at each moment, when you lose the fear of crashing, when you permit 
your conscious mind to drift enough to let your extroadinarily engineered 
body systems take over "without you".  If you start thinking again about 
what you're doing, BAM!  Into the pavement you go.  (Those of you who can 
copy CW okay but lose a word or two when you stumble are doing nothing more 
than picking yourselves up from the pavement.)

How did Wildman Bill's tapes trick me into not trying so hard to copy CW 
faster?  Bill's tapes are customized for your target code speed, but they 
all begin at the same speed:  ludicrously fast.  My tape began at 35 WPM or 
thereabouts, and 20 minutes or so later wound down to 15 (not 13!).  It 
contained some defective keying, some spurious noises, and it wasn't 
supposed to make sense.  Bill admonished me to NOT COPY ANYTHING.  Just 
listen to the rhythm.  Concentrate on the rhythm, the musical sounds, not 
on characters or words or meaning.  If I recognize a character or a word, 
fine, but that's not the point.  Don't think, listen.

(In their code practice tapes, the ARRL uses Farnesworth (sp?) spacing.  
That means that the dits and dahs for a character are sent at a faster rate 
than the characters themselves are sent to form words.  The idea is that you 
should not become accustomed to the sound of slow characters even when the 
characters come at a relatively slow rate.  Bill thought they didn't take it 
far enough - I believe that the characters at the slowest rate on Bill's 
tape were sent as 22 WPM characters.  Thus, ARRL code practice at anything 
under 20 WPM should be ignored!)

At Ludicrous Speed, I had no choice but to listen.  Thinking was 
irrelevant.  Stumbling by missing a character was irrelevant, because the 
tape was designed to make me miss everything in the beginning.  By the 
time the tape wound down to 15 WPM, though, it (the rhythm!) sounded real 
slow and sluggish.  Remember, I was trying to reach 13 WPM, could barely 
copy 10, and 15 sounded SLOW!  At the end of the tape, Bill recorded a 
personal message to KC4EWT, at 13 WPM, and I copied it nearly perfectly - 
in my head.  Whoa!  That was weird.  Hey, he tricked, me, I can't do that!

I listened to that tape a few times more during the week before the test.  
I found, much to my surprise, that I could catch more and more characters 
at the faster rates.  Still couldn't copy them, but I wasn't trying, 
perforce.  Just like the Wildman said.  A few minutes before the 13 WPM 
exam, I listened to the tape one final time, just to freshly experience 15 
WPM as "slow".  When the 13 WPM exam began, the speed still sounded slow.  
No panic, no racing heart, just relax and write.  Oh, I stumbled a few 
times but decided beforehand that I'd write off whatever word stumbled me 
and start fresh with the next one.  *That* I had practiced, and the exam 
scoring is forgiving enough to allow it.

What does this mean for you?  Do you need a Magic Tape?  I don't think so.  
You have a ham band receiver, don't you?  Can you find someone who's 
ragchewing and sending CW Ludicrously fast?  Tune in and listen... don't 
copy anything.  Just listen to the rhythm...

If you've made it this far, what about head copy?  Jim Cain/K1TH, Tony/K4KYO, 
and other CW/BA luminaries say "practice" and "stop writing and listen".  That 
does not mean "start head copying instantly", it means just what it says.  
Concentrate on the rhythm, the musical sounds, not on characters or words or 
meaning.  If you recognize a word, fine, but that's not the point.  Don't 
think, listen.  Sound familiar?

That's how I started head copying.  I put down the pen, took off the 'phones, 
and listened to ludicrously fast ragchewing on the loudspeaker.  Every once in a
while, I'd catch a "the", an "FB", a "BK", a "WX", a "73".  I'd listen for five 
or ten minutes and then go do something else.  Some other day, I'd listen for a 
few more minutes.  Couldn't tell you what the heck they were talking about, but 
that wasn't the point.  Instead of punishing myself for failing to head copy, I 
praised myself for catching those few words.

I started listening for those words and found that a few more words started 
creeping in.  After a while, lots of words came to mind.  Came to mind!  Magic! 
I didn't decode anything, I didn't think about what I was hearing, those words 
just appeared.  To learn how to head copy, I learned how to stop thinking and 
let the extraordinarily well-engineered system that hooks ears to brain operate 
without me.  You've got a system like that, too, all you need to do is allow 
yourself to use it and stop meddling.

Like I said, I'm not an expert.  Alright, so I did walk in and ace the 20 WPM 
exam, and I can do a solid ragchew a wee bit faster than that, but I genuflect 
at the folks who cruise along at 35WPM and beyond.  But I still listen to QSOs 
going ludicriously fast.  And you know what?  I suddenly find myself picking 
out not just words but whole sentences, without trying.

Relax, listen to the rhythm...

Vy 73 de KC4EWT
Johnson_Dan@aac.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 08:19:48 -0400
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Subject: TIMONIUM HAMFEST NEXT WEEKEND???
Message-ID: <199506291219.AA08498@shore.shore.net>

Hello one and all:

Can any of you give me some information on the Timonium MD hamfest that
is supposed to take place the second weekend in July?  Cynthia and I
are thinking of going but it is a helluva long drive (much of it through
NJ!) and I am trying to get an idea on whether or not its worth the trip.
How does it compare with Gaithersburg?  Comments appreciated.

Cordially,

Michael 
mc@shore.net


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 08:36:33 -0400 (EDT)
From: "Richard A. Stalls" <rstalls@CapAccess.org>
Subject: Re: TIMONIUM HAMFEST NEXT WEEKEND???
Message-ID: <Pine.3.07.9506290831.C8631-b100000@cap1.capaccess.org>

On Thu, 29 Jun 1995, Michael Crestohl wrote:

> Hello one and all:
> 
> Can any of you give me some information on the Timonium MD hamfest that
> is supposed to take place the second weekend in July?  Cynthia and I
> are thinking of going but it is a helluva long drive (much of it through
> NJ!) and I am trying to get an idea on whether or not its worth the trip.
> How does it compare with Gaithersburg?  Comments appreciated.

Michael,

I can only speak for my personal perspective, but I usually go to the
hamfests in Timonium as they're usually well attended, but that's not a
surprise as it's centrally located around the Washington, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, Harrisburg areas.  As the last big hamfest of the season,
the Gaithersburg FARfest has traditionally been the largest in the area
although I believe the Baltimore Amateur Radio Club's (BARC) hamfest at
Timonium earlier this year gave Gaithersburg a run for its money.  The one
caution is that there are usually a lot of computer dealers there.  (So
what else is new these days?)

If you go, I have one word of advice.  If you don't get there early, the
talk-in will probably direct you to the Park and Ride at the commuter
train station.  That's not such a good place from the perspective of its
proximity to the main flea market area.  I bought my BC-375, tuner, and
five tuning units there and finally ended up having to bluff my way into
the tailgater's area to pick it up.  (The BARC people weren't helpful at
all.) Therefore, be sure to take a hand truck to haul your boatanchors
back to the car. 

Maybe I'll see you there.  :-)

73,
Tony
K4KYO





From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Jun 29 09:31:01 1995
Date: Thu, 29 Jun 1995 8:55:34 -0400 (EDT)
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock)
Subject: Re: Vibroplex Bug questions, ragchew group
Message-ID: <9506291255.AA03704@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com>

To Bob, NA4G (and cross-posted to BA):

     Sorry I didn't get back to you last night, the QRN was 
horrific and you started off weak and went down from there.  Given 
our proximity, I expect we'd be better off trying 80 meters; the 
best station of the night for me (in terms of copying) was the 0 
(didn't jot his call down on my notes here at work, sorry).  He 
was Q5 S7, everyone else down in the mud (and QRN).

     Now, on to your bug:  Had I been able to get back into the 
group, I was going to 

QTC 1 FER NA4G

and once I got the frequency

DE K4MSG MSG FOLLOWS BT

UR 3 BY 6.25 INCH BUG IS A VIBROPLEX JUNIOR, MFG 1934-1939.  825 
BROADWAY ADR USED 1920-1936, SAMPLE 825 NAMEPLATE IN BOOK SHOWS 
SER NR 86654 SO UR SER NR 87170 FITS TIME FRAME.  CONGRATS BOB U 
HV ONE OF THE LESS COMMON TYPES.  ORIGINAL, LIGHTNING BUG ES 
CHAMPION VERY COMMON, BLUE RACER LESS SO, ZEPHYR ES JUNIOR SEEM 
PRETTY RARE.  U WANNA SELL, OM?  73 SK

DE K4MSG AR K

     The last digest had a post from someone who apparently has 
mixed up your bug and mine; for the record, this thread started 
when I asked questions about mine, then Bob asked some things 
about his, and maybe they got mixed.  Mine is a Lightning Bug 
with pin-striping and lightning bolts on a *BLACK WRINKLE* base, 
*NOT* a japanned base.  My question was, is that common or rare?

     Bob's bug, on the other hand, has a japanned base with no 
pin-striping, and as we see from my research above (based on the 
size, etc.) it is a Vibroplex Junior - fairly rare, I would say.

     Getting back to the group - could we try 80 meters, same 
time?  W1AW pounds into my QTH on 80 all evening, so that would 
seem a better choice. 

73,

Paul, K4MSG

 _____________________________________________________________________
|               WAS         WAC         RCC        OTC                |
|    __/   __/      __/     __/__/     __/__/ __/__/__/  __/__/__/__/ |
|   __/ __/    __/ __/     __/  __/ __/  __/   __/      __/           |
|  __/__/   __/__/__/__/  __/    __/   __/      __/    __/   __/__/   |
| __/  __/       __/     __/          __/        __/  __/      __/    |
|__/    __/     __/     __/          __/   __/__/__/ __/__/__/__/     |
|                                                                     |
| Paul H. Bock, Jr.             FM19ee       38661 Pheasant Hill Lane |
| pbock@melpar.esys.com                      Hamilton, VA 22068       |
|_____________________________________________________________________|
 



